94                      NAPOLEON III

On his return to Paris from England, he ex-
perienced the first of his many escapes from
assassination. As he rode along the Champs-
filysees on the agth of April, 1855, an Italian,
named Pianori, aimed two shots at him. Happily
neither reached its mark, and the Emperor
passed on unscathed to the Opera, where he
was accorded a remarkable ovation, an eye-witness
recording that many of the audience were weep-
ing. A second equally unsuccessful attempt was
made on the 7th of September outside the Opera
by Gamille Bellemare, a convicted thief whom
the Emperor had pardoned. The coolness of
Napoleon on both these occasions was noted and
admired.

It was during this year that the Emperor
organised the first of the Paris Exhibitions, a
somewhat more elaborate and pretentious edition
of the Prince Consort's venture in Hyde Park
four years before. Twenty thousand exhibitors
took part, more than half that number being
foreigners. For weeks Paris was inundated with
men and women of all nationalities who admired
the new avenues, parks, and stately buildings,
spent their money freely, and assisted in adding
to the gaiety and prosperity of the capital. This
auspicious moment was chosen for the return
visit of Queen Victoria, who was feted as no
sovereign had been in France for centuries. This